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Study to improve understanding
of juvenile arthritis in Canada

J

uvenile idiopathic arthritis is
a chronic, often debilitating
childhood illness. While estimates
suggest that five to 10 in every
100,000 children in Canada suffer
from this illness, there are no
national surveillance data to support
these numbers. A new study by the
Canadian Paediatric Surveillance
Program, which is funded by the
Public Health Agency of Canada, will
be the first to generate data from the
whole country.

“This study is an entirely unique
opportunity to do this,” said Dr. Lori
Tucker, a rheumatologist at B.C
Children’s Hospital and one of the
study’s principal investigators. “Many
papers have tried to determine the
incidence of this illness, but almost
all have been done by rheumatology

subspecialty centres, which don’t
take in the whole picture. We
recognize that rheumatologists are
not seeing all children with arthritis.
So this is the first step toward
identifying those patients.”
The study, which began in
October, will build on work
underway by the Canadian Pediatric
Rheumatology Research Group in
paediatric rheumatology centres
across Canada. Geographic data from
the CPSP study will be an important
part of identifying current gaps in
care, particularly in rural parts of
the country.
“While this is just the first step,
it isn’t just about collecting data.
I think this will lead to some direct
improvement in care for our

patients,”
said Dr.
Tucker. “This
is a really
exciting
project.
I am really in
awe of CPSP,
because
I think it is
unique and
I think we
can do things Dr. Lori Tucker
that we can’t
do in other
places because of it.”
For study details, contact Louise
Painchaud, Senior CPSP Coordinator,
at louisep@cps.ca or visit www.cps.ca
and follow the links to CPSP. R

Membership news: 2008 elections underway

T

he polls are open. Cast your
ballots for the 2008-2009 vice
president. Candidates are: Dr. Bob
Bortolussi from Halifax, Dr. Richard
Haber from Montreal, and Dr. Bob
Hilliard from Toronto.
Elections are also being held for
director in British Columbia/Yukon.

Dr. Marie Gauthier,
representing Quebec, Dr. Ramaiyer
Krishnaswamy, representing
N.B./PEI, and Dr. Anthony Ford
Jones, representing Ontario are
eligible to serve another three-year
term on the board beginning in
June 2008. Any objections to these
reappointments should be
communicated toDr. Emmett
Francoeur, chair of the Nominating
Committee, or Marie Adèle Davis,
Executive Director at 613-526-9397
ext. 223, madavis@cps.ca.

The deadline to submit your
ballot is March 1, 2008. If you are
a CPS fellow and did not receive
your ballot package in the mail,
contact Beverley Goodman-Jones
at 613-526-9397, ext. 238 or
beverleyg@cps.ca.
Nominating Committee seeks
candidates for vice presidency
Every year, the CPS Nominating
Committee identifies two
candidates for the position of
vice president. The Nominating
Committee is currently seeking
candidates for 2009-2010. The
early call deadline to receive
applications is March 30, 2008.
Send nominations to Beverley
Goodman-Jones at 613-526-9397,
ext. 238 or beverleyg@cps.ca.

Nominations for membership on the
nomination committee
Every year, two CPS membersat-large are nominated at the Annual
General Meeting to serve on the
Nominating Committee, which is
responsible for choosing candidates
for Board of Director elections. If you
would like to put your name forward
at this year’s AGM, contact Jill
Greenwell at 613-526-9397, ext. 240
or jillg@cps.ca.
Notice of meeting
The CPS 85th Annual General
Meeting will be held on Friday, June
27, 2008 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in the Lecture Theatre, Victoria
Conference Centre, Victoria.
To submit a motion or for more
information, contact Jill Greenwell
at 613-526-9397, ext. 240 or
jillg@cps.ca R
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